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St. MartTH. xxvi. 35. 


Peter ſaid unto him, Though I ſhould 


die with thee, yet will I not deny 
thee. | 


T HE Words beſpeak us to contemplate . 


a Juſt and Dutiful Reſolution; made 
by a Man. that had both- as mnch 
Conſcience to engage him in what was fir, 
and as much Courage to execute what - he 
had engaged in, as any other of Mankind 
. muſt ever pretend to. And yet this Reſo- 
hation was not kept, it failed very. difgrace- 
fally : And my chief Purpoſe at this time is 
to enquire into- the Caufes, How it came fo 
to: fail. In order to which, it will lie in 
my way to- premife ſomewhat more of the 
CharaGter of the Perſon, | 
* Peter ( we know ) was a Man of Prece- 
dency,, and Above the reft of the Diſciples: 
| Andi 
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And he was likewiſe one of ſuchVertues and 
Qualifications, as ſeem to have recommend- 
ed him to that Precedency, more than did 
the Advantage of his Years. He was a Man 
of real and tender Goodneſs: And this is 
ſufficiently evident from that Paſſage at his 
firſt Admiſſion to our Saviour's Acquaintance 
(St. Luke 5.) when being awakened by the 
miraculous Draught of Fiſhes, and knowing 
that the Author muſt neceſſarily be from God, 
he fell down at his Feet, and broke. out into 
this humble and pious Reflexion, Depart 
from me, for I am a ſinful man, O Lord ! The 
 Cenſure indeed expreſſes him a ſinful Man ; 
but ſo to cenſure h;zmſelf, unplies more effe- 
Qually than any 'thing elſe could, that: he 
was a Good Man: And though the Words 
— Depart from me — carry in them the Face 
of Fear, yet he who heard them, and knew 
the Heart of the Speaker, found that they 
carried in them a greater meaſure of Deſire; 
for Peter was not willing to be rid of his 
new Gueſt, but only longing to be made 
more worthy..of his Converſation. 

He was a Man of great Love to his Ma- 
ſter, and of no lefs Zeal for his Religion : 
Of which, from among many, I ſhall take 
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one Inftance out of St. Fohn 6. Where, up- 
on the Defertion of ſeveral other Diſciples, 
our Saviour puts the Queſtion to the Twelve, 
Will ye alſo go away ?. Then (fays the Text) 
Peter anſwered bim, Lord whither ſball we go ? 
Thou haſt the words of eternal life. An An- 
fwer fo wiſe and faithful, ſo evidencing his. 
confirmed” Choice of the Better Part, that 
God ſeems to have rewarded him for it with 
the Grace of an immediate Revelation ; the 
Matter whereof follows'in the next Words :- 
For thus runs the Text, Lord whither ſhall 
we go? Thou haſt the words of eternal life : 
And then it follows -— And we believe, and 
are ſure that thou art Chrift, the Son of the li- 
ving God. Now if we look: into St. Matth. 
16. 17. we ſee there what our Saviour pro-- 
nounces concerning this very Conteffion,. 
'viz.) Bleſſed art thou, Simon Barjona, for- 
Fleſh and Blood has not revealed it unto thee,. 
but my Father which is in heaven. That our- 
Saviour had the words of eternal life, Peter- 
was able to deduce from the Principles of: 
Natural Reafon ; becauſe Reaſon was able 
to- judge from the Internal Characters of his- 
Do&rine, That it was worthy of God, and: 
' accommodated properly to advance Humane 
Nature- 
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Nature to eternal Happineſs : but for all this, 
Reaſon could not infallibly determine that 
the Meſſenger of this DoCtrine was therefore 
the Meſſias, the 3 7@& the Sor, that 1s, the 
eternal Son of the living God. To know this, 
needed a new. Illumination : And this Illu- 
mination ( I ſay.) it ſeems God vouchſafed 
him at that - inſtant, as a Reward of 'that 
Faith - and Choice which he had then de- 
clared. | | 
- In a word:—- Peter was a Man of Sinceri- 
ty, Firmneſs, and Conſtancy : - And- for this 
we need no' farther Teſtimony than that of 
our. Saviour, in conferring upon him the 
Symbolical Name of Cephas, 1. e. a Rock. 
Thus much of his CharaQer being premi- 
ſed, I may be bold to affirm of this his Reſo- 
lution in the Text, That it was as Honeſt a 
one, that 1s, both as Juſt in the Matter, -and 
as Sincere in the Intention, as ever was made 
by any of Mankind, or ever ſhall be made 
to the End of the World; and yet this Re- 
ſolution miſcarcied, and ended only in the 
Shame of rhe Reſolver : For after that Peter 
had declared fo ſtoutly —- Though I ſhould die 
with thee, yet will I not deny thee -— yet he 
faintly and - Coward-like deny'd his Lord, 
| | withour 
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without any fuch- Tryal as the imminent 
fear of dying. Ft, 

- Imagine we now what may have been the 
cauſe of this miſcarriage, and the defeat 
of ſo good a Reſolution in fo good a Man. 
His Character will not ſuffer us 'to imagine 
he made it in a braving Diflimulation : No, 
himſelf proved himſelf ſufficiently in ear- 
neſt, by. his ſubſequent behaviour in -the 
Garden; where he drew his Sword againſt 
a Whole Band of Men, and thereby made 
it appear that he had leſs concern for his 
own Life, than he had for his Maſter's 
Safety. . 

Would we know then how this Reſolu- 
tion came to be abortive? The Reaſon was 
purely this -—-- Peter grounded it upon too 
much Confidence. in Himſelf; he never 
doubted of himſelf, -but that he had power 
to perform- that which he did fo honeſtly 
reſolve; and this was the #y37» 4496, the 
original of all his failure. 

He reſolved honeſtly, I ſay; but none 
may preſume to ſay he reſolved wilely : 
For his Lord had juſt admoniſh'd him of 
his peril of Lapſing, (v.31. ) All ye ſhall 
be offended becauſe of me this night: To-which 

| B | Peter 
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Peter anſwers confidently, Though all fbeuld 
be offended, yet will not I be offended - Ta 
check this Truſt in himſelf, our- Saviour re- 
Jj0yns -— That He 1n particular ſhould lapſe 
in a manner more -{candalous than all the 
reſt; Verily I ſay' unto thee, before the Cock 
crow thou ſhalt deny me thrice : But Peter 
looking upon this Monition no farther:than 
as it imply'd a Reproach to his Faith, and 
his Love, and his Courage, he ſummons 
them up all to form this final Reſolve, The 
I fbould die with thee, yet will I not deny 
thee. | | 

But where was his Wiſdome, where was 
his Reflexion in the mean while ? It ſhould 
have been remembred that he who precau- 
tion'd him -was the Searcher of Hearts, and 
needed not that any ſhould teſtifie of Man, be- 
cauſe be knew what was in Man. And there- 
fore in Wiſdome Peter ought rather to have 
diſtruſted his own Heart, than the Judgment 
of his Lord, when he ſuggeſted that his 
Hearrt was deceiving. - It ought to have been 
remembred that his Lord had ſaid before--- 
Without me ye can do nothing; and therefore 
Peter .in Wildome ſhould not have prefu- 
med Ability w bimſelf ; but inſtead of this 


have 


«9% 


td. 


 Preachd ut Whito-Hall. 


T 


have implored Ability from him, whence all 
humane ſufficiency is derived--— Lord, leave 
not -me ! that I may not leave thee! Lord, 
firengthen me by thy Grace that T may not de- 
ny thee, and then I ſhall not deny thee. Tn 
this method he had been fecure, and pre- 
vented ' his ſhamefull fall. But inſtead of 
this, he builds a Reſolution upon his own 
Strength; | and our Lord, to: rebuke him, 
did no other than feave him to h3s- own 
ſtre to perform it; and this was int effe& 
_— dares him under the neceflity 
of ot performing it. | 

For this is the main Leflon that this in- 
ſtance teaches us, (©iz.) That Man when 
he is left unto himſelf, is purely weak and 


- inſufficient to any thing that is good. - 


_ Theſe two Points are evident in Peter's 
Caſe. 1. That the did not rightly know 
himſelf when he made his Reſolution. And 
2. That the Defeat of his Reſojution- taught 
him, that notwithſtanding all- his particular 
Graces and Endowments, he was not able 


to do any thing as he ſhould do, withont | 


God's a&tual Affiſtance. And therefore, for 
our preſent Inſtruction, - I ſhall draw theſe 
two Obſervations from the Caſe. 1. That 
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it is Hard to know our ſelves. And, 2. That 
to know our ſelves 'Fruly, is to know that 
we are ( and that in our beſt Eſtate) weak 
and inſufficient of our ſelves to do any thing 
that is good. | 

. - 1. It is hard to know our ſelves. 

By the Knowledge of our ſelves I intend 
not the Knowledge of 'our mechanick Frame; 
to know by what Ligaments our Soul is unt- 
ted to our Body ; or by what mediating Cor- 
refpondencies 'they act mutually upon one 
another; to know 1n what manner Senſation, 
or in what Remembrance is performed ; what 
Springs ſet our involuntary Motions a-work ; 
or what Influence our Will communicates to 
thoſe that are voluntary > To- know this: is 
not ſimply Hard, but impoſlible x  and' it 
ought to mortifie the Pride :of any Man's 
Underſtanding, to conſider,  Fhat the ſmal- 
leſt of the Parts we are compoled of, and 
the leaſt of thoſe Afs.we are always conver- 
fant with, which we ſee minutely, and live 
by their being done, do yet efcape and fur- 
mount our Comprehenſion. - gi. 

| But if the Knowledge of this part of our 
&lves be impoſlible, one thing we may infer 
from the benignity of Providence, That like- 
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wiſe it is not Needful. --It would not-con- 
duce ' any thing to- the Happineſs of Man- 
kind, to be better acquainted with. the -Phi- 
loſophy'of our Beings: nor do we ſuffer any 
thing from the Ignorance of it. The Soul 
as as orderly in-thoſe that never Enquire, 
as: in thoſe that pretend to determine the 
chief place of 'its Reſidence :; and our Pulſe 
beats as well when we think not of it at all, 
as when we think of it never fo wiſely. . 
But the Knowledge. here intended. is the 
Knowledge of our Moral Selves; of our ſtate 
in reſpe& of - Vettue; - whethes.. we . really 
chuſe to follow that which is Good; and 
what Firmneſs-there-is in our Choice ; whe- 
ther we make Proficiency. m- Religion, and 
whether there be Sincertty in our Pretences; 
what is. the ſtate of our Wills, Inclinations,, 
| and Defires; all which the Prophet Jeremy: 
means by. the. word Heart, when. he thus: 
| pronounces concerning it, The Heart is deceit-- 
ful abowe all things, and. deſperately wicked, 
who can know it * Who: can know-.it ? Not: 
a ſecond ; not any one without us-; this. we: 
are ſure of, But this. 1s not all :: We oun: 
ſelves can hardly. know that Heart which- we: 
carry: in our opz-Breaſts-: Irs Propenſtons-are- 
"ich retired 
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" revivedund dark; -and'&/is mor'eaſie to d gueſs 
whether the Bene of our Aﬀetions will car= 
ry-ius at/any time, when their reſpeQive OCs 
caſions | offer: : Now to be- ignorant of our 
ſelves in this :reſpe&, can never: be:of an'in- 
different importance. If "we know'not our 
ſelves, be ne we ſhall neither diſapprove 
our- ſelves, nor. mend our felves ; nor will 
natural Pride fail to/take hold'of the occafi- 
on; that is,* To make the beſt Interpretation 
of that which- we leaſt diſcern: And fo the 
more Tgnerant we are of our ſelves, the more 
we fhall 'come to be TE and Con- 
ceited. S 

What falſe avabarti Men may take of 
thitnldbves; we are advertis'd in a remark- 
able Inſtance, Rev. 3. where our Lord ſpeaks 
of 'the  Lavdiceans in theſe words, wer. 17. 
Thou ſay ft T am rich, and increaſed with goods, 
and' have” need of nothing : ; and. knoweſt not 
that thoh art wretched and miſerable, and poor, 
and blind, and naked. Now was not this a 
Judgment of them(elves wonderfully errone- 
ous? Wou'd onethinkit poſſible that anyMan 
ſhould not be able to diſcera between Riches 
and Poverty, Sight and Blindneſs, beinp | 
Cloath'd and being Naked? We may juſtly 
think 
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chink it impoſſible i ;n the Literal Senſe; bur 
how is it then in the: Moral; Is it-poſlible 
for a vicious Man to-think himſelf Godly > 
Ys ir poſſible for the Ehurl to-'4ceount him: 
ſelf Liberal > for the Senfuat to acconnt him- 
felf Heavenly-minded:? for the Negligent' to 
account himſelf Devout ? Is not this equally 
hard > And yet the Prophet Tſaiab pgeſis, 
Chap. 32. 4. that when'the Eyes of them 

fee are dim, the Churl may acconmt bane bhi- 
beral; and fo in” the 'reſt © That is; -When. 
ance indulged AﬀeGions have' impoſed upon 
the Underſtanding, and darkned the Son}; 
and Men are thereupon. content to take up: 
with falſe Notions, and to judge of them- 
ſelves by falſe Rules , they may come to 
eſteem themſelves Good, though they 'ar+ 
abſolutely Evil : They may think 'well of 
themſelves for ſome cafual' Ads of Vertue, 
though in the mean time they live under the 
Habit of contrary Vices; They may account 
themſelves | Religions/ even while they are 
Carnal, Worldly, and 'Immoral : And yet- 
to be Religious, and at the ſame time. to be 
Immoral, implies as great a Contradiftion as. 
is to be found between Riches and CRIT 


* Sight and Blindneſs. o_ 
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But-this indeed is a Deceit ſo groſs, that it 
cannot -paſs upon an honeſt. and cotifiderate 
Mind: And therefore I ſhall produce. ſome 
others, that are more 'refin'd and-ſubtle; and 
ſuch' as may eſcape the Obſervation of a more. 
ſcrupulous | Enquiry irito our | ſelves.” ' For 
example. : - | tt ger iey 

1. Even when-we do well, it is hard to 


diſcern from what Principles we at ; whether 


from the Fear and Love of God, . which cer- 
tainly, ſanfifie;' or from external Conſidera- 
tions, 'which fanQifie not at all, but yet may 
occaſionally produce Actions of the ſame ap- 
pearing: Goodneſs. lf 


_ When our Saviour entertained thoſe that 


came to hear him with the multiply'd Loaves, 
and fed their Bodies as well as their Souls 
(St.. John 6.) what-a hearty Confeſſion did 
they break forth into, wer. 14. This 5s of a 
#rath. that Prophet that ſhould come into the 
World. - How  ſedulouſly- did they follow 
him? What pains did they take to be with 
him ? How did they repine at the miſling his 
Converſation but a part of a day? Cou'd any 
one believe but that theſe were Diſciples ma- 
ture and ſteady? and prepared to confeſs 
their Maſter at the peril of their Lives? T 

prenry queſtion 
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- queſtion not buti they: believed: as much of 
Neralelves; and :Jook'd: upon themſelves as 
influenc'd altogether with the Spirit of Reli- 
gien:: And yet no” ſooner did ' our Saviour 
give them one juſt and gentle' Rebuke, - te- 
proaching them for being more afftetted with 
his Loaves than with Ins DoCdtrine; and in- 
ſtruting them that 'God's: Trurh/ ought not 
fo be follow'd mercenarily ; But he diſco- 
ver'd their Feeble, their Chear, ti then un- 
| known even to themſelves, and made- them 
diſcover it to'all the "World ; for 'tis ſaid 
( ver. 66.) They'tooh, offence" at it, and went 
back, and walkd no more with him, And 
thus it always: falls out, when Vertue hap- 
pens. to be attended with Temporal Advan- 
tages, as Reputation, Favour, Fortunes,”and 
the like; we can hardly tell, without farther 
Experiment of our ſelves, whether we re 
gard Vertue for it ſelf, or only for its: Ad- 
vantages; or whether it be Piety, or ſimple 
Appetite,” that ſets us a-work. ths 

- 2.: It is hard to diſcern between a Religt- 
ous State and a Religious Humour ; a Reli- 
gious State, that is founded ſteadily - upon 
the Grace of God, anda —_— Humour, 
that ſprings up haſtily from the POR 
-; ; C 


of outward: Accidents, and' is as defultory 
and mutable as the Cauſe from which 1t 
ſprings. 

How often does it dai that Men upon 
the Succeſs of Afﬀairs, and Eaſe of Circum- 
ſtances, find their Hearts 6I1'd with Ex prefli- 
ons of Thankfulneſ: to*God, 'and Charity 
to all the World ; and yet upon the change 
of Circumſtances they immediately ſowr both 
towards: God and Man ? Now if ſuch Men 
ſhall eſtimate themſelves during the Religi- 
ous: Mood, how is it poflible but that they 
ſhould be deceived in the Opinion of their 
own ſtate ? There is but one way polible to 
prevent their being deceived, and that 1s the 
bringing themſelves under the Probation. of 
the voluntary Croſs, to the Offices of Mor- 
tification and Selt- denial: But then how hare 
is it - moreover to perſuade Men that they 
arc obliged to this officious Probation? 

. "It is hard to. free our Judgment from 
thoſe Prejudices and extreme Mutations 
which it is ſubjed& to receive from the diffe- 
cent- Craſis and State of our Animal Spirits. 
Thus ſometimes, when the Body 1s Vigorous 
aud gay, it ſhuts out that meaſure of” Fear 
which 15 neceſiary-t: to niake' us wiſe; and- ie 
7 {\uffers 
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ſuffers us, not 0 {ce., that.Sin:wec are guilty 


of, and: that lies. at: our door : And on the © 


other hand, When the Spirits are dejeed 
and low, . they often let uy fuck 'an Exceſs of 
Fear as. betrays the. Stcconrs: of Reaſon, and 
makes, Men, cruciate themſelves with the Ap- 
prehenſions of-Sin, evin-where there is real- 
ly none... And hence -we have /fometimes- 
cen it come. to. pals, That a Cordial Medi- 
cine has quieted a Mind, and fet a grieved: 
Conſcience ' at 'rights: Which Effet could: 
nat poſlibly. proceed. from That Canfe, but 
Pon the preſent Suppoſition, (viz.) Thar 
our: Judgments axe; apt! to be nmmpos'd upon- 
a miſled by the varies Influences of os 
Body. | h 137 | Js $4432; 
| - To judge of our ſelves without Proof 
and Tryak,' is the 'fure way to. be deceived ; 
and yet it is hard. to diſcern what is the right- 
letbod of Proving our ſelves, and what is" 
our proper Tryal. | & SHIFT 
What a fais Progreſs had that Man in the 
Goſpel made-towards. the Kingdom of God,' 
who told, onr Saviour, That he had kept all 
the Commandments front: bis Touth #5 Nor did: 


# 


he tell it in Hypocrifie ;. for it: is faid, that: 
our Saviour lov'd hine, which could not have- 


C 2 been 
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been but for the Frath- of what he told: Te 


yet this Man could: net bring himſelf over 


the Difficulty of parting with his Eſtate, and 
becoming a Diſciple, ough he were pro- 
miſed' the.Recompenſe of Treaſure- in Hea- 
ver. How many have born up commenda- 
bly under all the Preflures of AﬀiCtions, and 
at laſt ſunk in a Calm, andigiven themſelves 
up, vanquiſhed to the Enticements of Profpe- 

rity ?. Men of Courage, but not of Caution! 
And how many, on the other hand, have 
liv d commendably im good Fortunes, and-at 
laſt quitted their Vertne leſt their: Fortunes 
ſhould be worfted > Men of ' Caution, but 
not of Courage. Fhus, I fay, No- man can: 
make a haſty Conjecture at what is his -Pro- 
per Fryal. Bue; 

5: When we: have prov'& our ſelves, and 
fo: may know our ſelves; yet ſtill it is hard 
to own out ſelves. for yon as-we have prov'd. 
our ſelves to be. 

. For when we | have proy'd our ſelves-to. 
the bottom, as we may do by the Dodrine- 
of the Scripture, and. our own-Experience, 
we ſhall find our ſelves to be mere Weakneſs 
and Emptineſs, and; without Power in our 
Selzes to. do-any As. well. Now though 

| this. 
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this be a Truth, than which the Word of 


God defivers none more plainly, nor can our 
own Experience atteſt any one more convin- 


cingly ; yet there hurks in us a natural Pride, 


which makes us perfeMly averſe from Belic-- 
ving it. . We love to imagine - our ſelves 
Great ; inſoruch that we hate. to know our 


ſelves otherwiſe ; and had rather ſuſpe& and 
find fault with the Glaſs that repreſents us 


under- a diminiſhing form: 
And this was properly Peter's Caſe : He- 
had been told with the reſt, by his Maſter, 


Fhat without him he could 'db nothing : But- 
this was a Leſſon he had no: Stomach to re-- 


tain, He would not doubt but that his Wil 
was in- his own Power; and: that his Execn-- 
Faculties were under the Power: of his: 
WA: ſo that what he liad' Courage to Re-- 
ſolve, he had likewiſe Ability to Perform :: 
And this: fond Opinion expos'd*him-to-that- 
ſhameful Denyal which follow'd-upon it: 
| Aﬀter Þ have: afferted' thar it. is Hard'to» 
—_ our ſelves, I am far from countenan-- 
the awmaikier, the belief that we cannot 
| Ka our- ſelves: This is a- Notion fruitfuF 
of Miſchiefs :- It- ts: a. Notion that: hinders: 
Hoth Proficiency: -and' Amendment.; that* is: 


CON 
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caorrary hoth to. Faith, and Hope, apd Canr 
ſolation, without which Religion can have: | 
neither Fruit nor Root. 

Know our ſelves we Myſt, Gad requires 
it;: and thexefore beſure know aur ſelves we 
May : Nay, the Truth 1s, we may eaſily 
know our ſelves, it we take the right Me- 
thod ta do it. For the common Obſtacle of 
Self-Knoawledge is this; That when we ga 
to examine and look into our ſelves, we 
look through the wrong End of the Glaſs: 
We ſeek for Greatneſs and Excellencies 
wherewithal to pleaſe our {clves; and from 
this Proſpe& we are ſure to reap. nothing 
but Deceit : But let us turn the Glaſs, and 
look patiently upon our Lietleneſs. and De- 
feds, whereby. to. humble our ſelves, and this - 
Profpe& will certainly make _us wile : Foy: 
Hymility 1s. the True Wh of our: 
ſelves ; and he that knows himſelf to be no- 
thing-worth, knows himfelf well. Which 


brings me upon, my ſecond Propoſition ; 


(viz. 

That to, know our ſelves Truly, is to know 
that we are (and that in gur beſt Eſtate ). 
abſolutely weak, apd infufficieat tawards. 
Good. | —_ q 1107 
: Good- 
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gives us not Capacity to learn. Fn or ſince 
the ſtream of our AﬀeCtions naturally runs 
to Ill, ſay who it is that can Tyry that Stream. 
Ouis poteff facere mundum de immundo, ſays 


Holy Job, Who can make himſelf how þ ſince 
he is born uncleau ? If our Nature be ſinful, 


though it muſt be changed, yet we cannot 


change our Natuare : He that makes us bet- 


ter, muſt be a ſuperiour_ and better Agent 


than our ſelves. 
'Tis true, that though we are "INE, Igno- 


rant, we can wake our ſelves Skilful ; we 
can acquire. Arts and Sciences by our own 


Diligence and Study : But the Cafe is not 


the ſame in refpe& of Goodneſs. We can 


acquire Arts and Sciences, becauſe we lie 


under no Connate Indiſpoſit tion to that Ac- 
quifement; for Nature , though it be corrupt, 
yet ſtill it is curious 007 bufie after Know- 
ledge; but to Goodneſs we have naturally 
an Indiſpoſition that is Invincible : Luſts 


within and Temptations without ſet up ſuch. 
a firm Confederacy againſt it, as we are never. 


able to ſurmount in our own Screngeh. And 
therefore it is evident, that in order to ſave 


Mankind, the Holy Spirit vouchſafed to en- 
gage- 
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gage in the Work of SandGiification, as well 
as the Eternal Son did in that of Redemption, 
from the Beginning of the World. 

When we do well, it is the Aſſiſtance of 
God that impowers us to concur in the AG ; 
He removes the Hinderances ; He reſtrains 
our oppoſing Luſts ; He moves our Will, 
and draws us to it : And though becauſe of 
the ſubſequent Concurrence, the A& is gra- 
ciouſly imputed Ours, that ſo we may be in- 
ritled to the Reward; yet ſtill the Power is 
God's. Hereupon it is that the Apoſtle ar- 

ing againſt that miſchief that neceſſarily 
ball upon Humane Confidence, thus ex- 
prelles kinſelf I Cor. LO. I2. 'O Axa Sivan, &o. 
Let him that thinketh be ftandeth. take- heed 
I:ft be fall. Upon which Text a Critick of 
Name has given his Opinion, That the Par- 
ticiple aur 1s Redundant, and has no pecu- 


Har Signifacation, berkats the Senſe of the 


Place is no more than this, Let bim that ftand- 
eth take heed leaſt he fall. But it ſeems to 
me rather that this Criticiſm is Redundant, 

and that a, has not only a Signification 
there, but the moſt Emphatical one that can 
be imagined : For take notice, That he that 
thinketh he ſtandeth in Goodne, s, does but 
think 
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#hink ſo: For no Man ſtands in Goodneſs ; 
he is only upheld and ſupported there, and 
_ graciouſly kept upright: Wherefore he that 
thinketh he ſtands,” is for that very Reaſon 
more obnoxious to fall. And that the Apo- 
ſtle means no leſs in that place, let him be 
his own Interpreter, Rom. 11. 20. where he 
expreſſes the Manner how even the beſt of 
Men do ſtand (wiz.) Thou ftandeft by Faith. 
Now he that ſtands by Faith ſtands not by 
Himſelf ; becauſe Faith” is properly a Re- 
cumbency or Reſt upon another. But to make 
the matter clearer, the Apoſtle illuſtrates it 
by a Reſemblance (wer. 17.) wherein he 
inſtrus us, That a Good Man flands, as the 
Branch of a wild Olive does, when it is grafi» 
ed into the Good Olive Tree; and that is, 
not in its own Vertue,; but in Vertue of the 
Root ; and ſuch a Root as is naturally not its 
own. -It is Remarkable that the' Apoſtle, in 
that Paſſage, calls a Bad Man a Wild Olive* 
Tree: a Wild: Olive Tree; not barely a 
Branch, but a Tree ; . which having a Root 
of its own, ſupports it ſelf, and ſtands in its 
own Strength, and brings forth its own 
Fruit; And ſo does Man' in reſpe& of the 
wild and ſour Fruit of an ill Converſation: 
D He 
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He is a Tree ;: has a Root of his own, and 
Sap and Vegetation, and Seminal Fruitful- 
neſs, and Power to bring it forth: But in re- 
ſpect of Good, he is only a Branch; and all 


bis Fruitfulnefs, and. all his Support, depend 


upon the Influence and Communications.of 
God. You may fee both the Dodrine and 
the Illuſtration of it, yet more fully expreſt 
by our Saviour in the beginning of the 1 5th 
Chapter of St. John. . 

We may therefore look upon Sarrpſon as a 
Common Emblem of the Diſpenfations of 
Grace; and all Men are fortify'd in their 
Soul after the fame manner that he was in his. 
Body. (For Example :) His Strength lay 
not 1n his Sinews, but was extrinſical, in his 
Locks; though thence communicated to his 
Sinews > And fo: our Moral Strength lies not 
in our Soul; for let Reaſon and Conſcience 
be never fo well awaken'd, and our Wilt 


*never fo well inclin'd, and Pradtice and Cu- 


ftom contribute all they can; yet ſtil} our 
Soul .has no: ſtock of Strength intrinſick to it 
felf, by which it can ſuſtain it felf. Let the 
Supplies of Grace be once cut off, as it hap- 

pen'd to Savrpſon's Locks, and (that moment) 
he Beſt. beeoure ES other Mew. 


Phi- 
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Philoſophy deceives us in reſpet of Reli- 
gious Habits: There is no Habit of that kind 
difficultly movable from the SubjeSi, by reaſon 
of any Strength that Practice introduceth in- 
to the Subje& zt ſelf: Our Facility of Adin 
Religionſly, is both acquired and er. 
by the Grace of God; and that Grace being 
once ſuſpended, the Habit finks in an in- 
ſtant. [Hezekiab+ was an: excellent Man; 
ſcarce'is ſo much ſaid of the Piety of any 
Man in Sacred Writ, as of his ; and yer up- 
on a ſudden, in a TranſaQtion with the Em- 
baſſadors of Babylon, -he behav'd himſelf both 
vainly and profanely; inſomuch that ( the 
Text ſays) Wrath came upon him for it; and 
by that Wrath he -was ſenſible of his Fault, 
and thereby brought back again to his for- 
mer Integrity. Now to let us underſtand 
how ſuch -a diſagreeing Failure came to find 
place in the courle of ſuch an excellent Lite, 
the Holy Pen-man has taken care to tell us 
expreſly ( 2 Chron. + opt; 4.) that in that mat- 
ter of the Embaſſadors, God left Hezekiah to 
himſelf; to try him, and to prove” what was 
in his heart ; that is, To ſhew him to him- 
ſelf. --- The very ſame was Peter's Caſe ; 


- ' How Pious was he in the Houſe? How Cou- 


D 2 ragious 
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Supplies; and: leave: him: t0-himſelf; that: is 


ragious inthe Garden? And yet in the Hall 
both a Coward and: a Fraditor? Now the 
Reaſon of al was —- Becauſe his Maſter had; 

for that Interval, left him- rs- hz»:ſe/f: For the 

Text ſays, that When the Lord turned, and 
looked upon Peter, that is, Took'd upon' him: 
with an Operative Compaſlion, Peter recover-. 
cd his Strength:; and'exerted it in an immedi- 

ate Repentance, and held it perfeveringly to: 
2 glorious. end. -— Eord, what is Man ? what 

is he without thee? "The Lord has told us: 
plain enough 'im theſe Inſtances, What he 
is; Evx/n a thing of nought. ; 

Eer- us. imagine a Man to-be Swimming; 

and becauſe he could not Swim withour it, to- 
be ſupported by. the Chin; Fo-make ſuch a 
Man. fink, there needs: no-dipping him, no. 
laying Weights upon him, no hampering or 
entangling his Limbs; withdraw but the 
Hand, and he neceſlarily ſinks of himſelf. 
And-miltke manner, Fo make the Beſt Man. 
fall, there needs no. doing him- any Wrong ; 
no. wounding his Faculties, no manning his. 
Judgment; no- perverting his Will, no in-- 
faming his. Appetites, no+ heightning- his: 
Temptations: Eet God: barely withdraw his: 
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Permit him tothe Power of his:Natural: Af- 
fefions. ('which AfﬀeCtions Grace only co- 
vers and reſtrains, it never extinguiſhes du- 
ring. the courſe of this: Life =) I ſay, Let a 
Man m the firmeſt ſtate of Vertue be barely 
permitted by God to-the Power of his: Na- 


tufal AﬀeCtions,” he neceſſarily ſinks into the 


Level: of -Common Im potence ——_— any 
other Influx. 

This: View. of the State of Lapſed Natuie 
I have drawn chiefly from the 'DoGtrtne of: 


the Goſpel: Not that I ſuppoſe. the Notice: 


of. it ta be-confined to that: part of the Scrip- 


ture.:>, For as: 1t. 15 a. Truth that was- always 
of Importance to- be- known, ſo: we:have: 
little.reaſon to: believe but that it was known: 


by. the Church. of God .1n all Ages from the: 
- Beginning; 


In the Books of- the. Prophets, Nature's 8 


Inſufficiency: to Good, as-likewiſe the Free 16 26. 2: 


Overtures of Grace to help i it out,. are plainly. gc. 
teſtity;d. . _ And; yet. - more. plainly. in. the 
 Fſalmif{ ; where all the Offices of the Holy 


Ifa. 55. I6« 


Jpirit-conducing to Sanfification (as- Clean-- 
Jing, Guiding,, Helpang, Ys Comfort-- 
ing,. Streugthenimg;. Eftublifbing ) are menti-- 


aned. as expreſly; az.un. the: Gotpel). _ 


Tha 
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__ In the Writings of Moſes, the Neceſlity of 
God's Aſliſtance to Sandtification 1s delivered 
with formal Evidence: . For after that God 
had inſtituted Circumciſion as a Symbol of 
Purity, and had told the Iſraelites withal, 
That the true Diſcharge of their Duty to- 
wards him conſiſted in the Moral Circumci- 
fion of the Heart; 7. e. In taking off their 
Love from the World, and placing it in the 
higheſt meaſure upon God, leſt they ſhould 
fail of their End, -through Ignorance of their 
Means, -and ſet about this great Work in 
Confidence of their own Ability, he thxs 
inſtru&s:* them, Dent. 30.'6. The Lord thy 
God will circumciſe thy heart, and the heart of 
thy ſeed, to Iove the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart and with all thy foul. Now what 
plainer words can be uſed to. expreſs, That 


although they ſtood obliged to love God 


with all their heart, yer of Themſelves they 
were not able to work out this Ifſue; but 
that God was always ready to afliſt them to 
do it. | 

The Striving of God's Holy Spirit with 
Men for their Converſion, -is ſpoken of as a 
known and received Truth before the Flood. 
And whereas it-is ſaid of ſeyeral of the Pa- 


triarchs, 
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triarchs, That "they walked with God; the 0... ...... 
Expreſſion with God muſt teafonably be in- $5. 5 
terpreted to ſignifie With God's Aſſiſtence,' as 
well as According to bs Will. | 

Farther than this — Had T leiſure to gra- 
tifie the Curious, I have large room to make 
it appear, That this very Dodrine was fa- 
miliarly eſpouſed by the Wiſe Men among 
the Heathen.” Who, as they found by Con- 
. fcious Experience That it was as little in a 
Man's Power to- make himſelf Vertuons, as 
it was to make himfelf Fortunate ; and as: 
they likewiſe thought it ſuitable ro the 
Goodneſs of God to take Care of Man's. 
Greater Good as well as of his Lefler, fo- 
they eſpoufed this Belief of God's affiſting 
Men to Probity of Manners, as a Truth de- 
ducible from the firſt Principles of Reaſon. 
Accordingly Plato delivers it as a_ Rule re- 
ceived from Socrates, and laid down as a Fun-- 
damental in his Morality, That Vertre was, 
Sie wits, 4 Divine Diſtribution ; and that: 
Education, Precepts, Example, and: PracticaF 
Diligence, were only partial Advances' to- 
wards it; but that the State was got and fi-- 
niſhed by the Concurrence of God. Andi 
what can be more expreſs, and withal more- 

| venerable, 
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| venerable, than that of Seneca,-when he ſays, 
Nulla fine Deo ' mens bona, 'No Soul can be © 
Good without the Divine A T7 flance. 

But I have aflerted my Point from a better 
Authority ; and therefore thought it fit to 
engage no farther in. this way of Proof, as 
being ſuperfluous i in a Chriſtian Auditory. 


| Having then offered This as the True 
Proſpe& of the State of Lapſed Nature ;- the 
next thing I purpoſe is a Vindication of this 
State from ſuch Cavils as the Raſh, and ſuch 
Complaints as "the Weak, are: apt to con- 
ceive -againſt it. . And this I intend for the 
Sub ject of the ſlowing Diſcourſe. 
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St. MaTTH. xxvi. 35. 
Peter ſaid nnto him, Though I ſbould 


die with thee, yet will I uot deny 


offer'd the Scriptural View and Account 
of Lapfed Nature ; from whence it fully 
appears, that no Man is ſufficient either to 
be or to continue Good 7z his own Strength. 
Which is a Doctrine direAly ſerving the 
Two great Ends of Religion: viz. To cx- 
_ ale the Glory of God; And to beat down 
all Pretences of Humane Pride. 
But as all Truth is abufable, ſo we .may 
be aware that many eſpoufe this very Truth 
the more freely, only that they may the more 
freely form it into an Apology for careleſs 
Living. For: Example, thus they. argue : 
< Our Nature is indiſpoſed, perverſe, and 
E © in» 


FT: a former Diſcourſe upon this Text, I 
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© inſufficient 'to Good ; therefore, How mi- 
© ſerable is our Condition, thus to be maim- 
© ed before we were born, and made guilty 
© before we knew how to a&, and obnoxious 
* for doing that which we cannot help ? 
© How unaccountably fatal was the Indiſcre- 
© tion of our Firſt Parents, which gave occaſ*- 
© on to this Diſorder? And how unfortunate 
© their Poſterity, to whom it is derived ? Why 
© did not God, with more appearance of Com- 
© paſſion, redintegrate our Nature after the 
* Fall, and reſtore it to its Primitive Upright- 
© neſs? How much' better had his: Service 
© been provided for by this Method, and 
* Man more happily prevented from his Diſ- 
© pleaſure? Which Diſpleafure of ' his we 
* cannot now avoid, unleſs it be by his own 
* At; whole Actings are not ſuppolable to 
© be at our Diſcretion. | Now 1t is certain 
that all ſuch kind of Arguings are profane, 
and tend to. nothing but the Diſhonour of 
God, and the Support and Countenance of 
Vice in the World:: And therefore to obvi- 
ate theſe Miſchiefs, and to carry on my Con- 
templation to its proper Uſefulneſs, I am ob- 
liged to enquire into the Reaſons ---- Why the 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God thought fit to 


leave 
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leave Mankind under this preſent flate of Weak: 
neſs and Inſufficiency. From which Enquiry 
I ſhall ſhow, 1. That what God Chiefly in- 
tended thereby was, To oblige ns more ftrifly 
to live in a oe gp Dependance upon him- 
ſelf; And 2. That ſuch a Dependance (put 
in Praftice) will effecinally cut off all poſſuble 
pretences of humane Complaint: ' © 
' My firſt Buſineſs .is, to enquire into the 
Reaſons why the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of 
God thought fit to leave Mankind under this 
preſent” ſtate of Weakneſs, Inſufficiency, and 
Diſorder. | : IRS 
We muſt allow, That God could have 
immediately reformed that Diſorder, which 
was brought upon our: Nature by the Firſt 
Diſobedience ; He could have check'd it in 
its firſt Authors, and' not ſuffer'd it to be 
propagated to their Poſterity ; but in (the 
mean time it would be much too bold, for 
any one to {ay that this would have been the 
Better Method : For 'tis certain, That in 
things proceeding from God, that which Is, 
is always Beſt; though we: ſometimes. cannot 
penetrate into the Reaſons that make it ſo. 
But as to the preſent Inſtance, we may 
( with Reverence') penetrate into 'its Rea- 
E 2 ſons, 
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fons, and fuch as muſt be allow'd of. 
Ex. gr. | | 
-- 1. Who can think but that when Sin had 
got footing in deſpight of God's Command, 
it was fit he ſhould Jeave ſome Feſtimony of 
his Diſpleaſure againſt ir? Now let me ſay 
at preſent what F wilt prove afterwards, 
(viz.) That alt the Weakneſs and Diſor- 
der that remains npon our: Nature (if its 
Miſchief be not farther extended by voiun-- 
tary.and choſen Malice ): amounts to no more- 
than ſuch a Feſtimony of God's Difpleaſure- 
againſt Sin. - hrs 2p 
Fhere- are fome who- believe, That all the 
Waſt and Cragginefs, and” other feeming 
Deformities which appear upori the Face of 
the: Farthly Globe, were occaſioned by. the 
violent Concuffions that happened at Noah's: 
Flood. Now ſhould ſuck be ask'd a Reaſon. 
why God- did not reſtore lis Work to its 
eriginal Beauty, they would. think it ſuh- 


eient to. ſay, "Twas fit it ſhould ſtand -(o- 


Monumentally, to-deter future Ages-from the- 
ike Provocations :: And give me leave to ſay, 
& was fit that Fhat Diſorder which Sin in- 
its firſt Beginnings. brought upon our Nature 
auld: be left there; as a Monument of Cau- * 


tzan: 
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tion againſt that Sin which occaſioned it ; 
and which, if farther comply'd with, will 
bring+ on Diſorders much more deplorable 
than any we now feel. 

Indeed it may be objefted, chit there is 2 
great Difparity between 'theſe- two Iſſues, 
Diſorder left upon the Face of the Earth. 


and Diſorder teft upon the Frame of Man - 


For the Earth feels no Mifery from the De- 
formity of its Surface ; and- when a Man 
looks upon the moſt craggy, ſqualid; or bar- 
ren Parts of it, and reflects 'withal, that it is: 
+ Monument of God's Diſpleaſure, he may 
receive a wholſome InſtruQtion againf? Sin ,, 
bur no! Temptation to Sin from fuch a: Pro- 
fpe&t Whereas the Diſorder left-upon ze, 
is that whereby we ſuffer ; It is the Fountain: 
of our Miſery, and our continual Tempta- 
tion ; and fo-runs vs upon'that Diſpleaſure 
whereof it gives us Warning; and therefore- 
we ne complain of its' Continuance. - - - 
1s: may be an Objefton, and I confeſs. 
it were of weight,” had God left Man: help-- 
teſs under the Influence of this Diſorder ; and: 
if, as we have propenfions to-Sin, ſo we laidi 
under 'a Neceflity of following thoſk propen- 


fions:. -But wher it is confidered, that at the: 
fame: 
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ſame time God has covenanted, for Grace to 
be our Remedy; and. that ' he: himſelf will 
ive, unto, us whatſoever we 'want in our 
ſelves ; the ObjeGion (as popular as it is) 
appears to. be fallacious; and (more than 
that) a Calumny againſt the Goodneſs of 
God. ENTS hn 
For what Reaſon have we to complain of 
Natural Blindneſs, if God vouchſates to be 
our Eyes and our Sight ? Of Natural Impo- 
tence, if He will be our Defence and Su 
port ? Of Captivity to Luſts and Paſſions, if 
He be our Redeemer, and will ſet us free ? 
Now God. is faithful, who has promiſed to 
be All This unto us: and therefore if we 
complain, the Reproach of our Complaint 
muſt retura upen our ſelves; and according- 
ly we ſhall find that They complain moſt of 
the Corruption of Nature, who would ra- 
ther enjoy its Corruption, than uſe the ap- 
pointed means to have it reformed. 

2. The Goodneſs of God and his tender 
Care of humane Welfare, is more abundant- 
ly manifeſted in this our preſent ſtate of 
Weakneſs and Infirmity. 

God made the firſt Man Upright; that is, 
in a ſtate wherein he could be good in virtue 


of 
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"of his own Abilities: which:is the;great dif- 
ference from ours, that we pretend to-repine- 
at. But if God at this time, though. he 'do- 


not make. Man upright, yet vouchſafes to 
nurſe, guide, and train 'him'to fuch a ſtate 
of Uprightneſs as - himſelf will: be pleaſed: 
withal; Who can ſay but. the Iſſze is the 


ſame to Man ? but moreover, the Care and 


Attendance upon him 1s infinitely greater. 
; If a Lord give his Servant an entire Eſtate, 


he diſcovers a kind -and liberal .Mind in fo- 
doing; but if (inſtead: of . this )} he ſhall 
make daily Viſits to: him, and: from time to- 
time provide him with what is fit ;- none can- 
doubt-but that in this Method he diſcovers. 
a_ more. conſtant and unweatied Love ? . It. 
was a remarkable Proof of. God's Favour to- 
the Iſraelites, when by. his Donation - and. 


Condud he brought them, to poſſeſs the Land 
of Canaan; but for all this, we muſt acknow- 
ledge that his Favour to them was-more con-- 
ſpicuous to the Obſervation both of them-- 
{elves and others, while he daily. took care 


of their Meat and Drink, and indeficiency- 
of their Cloathing in the naked and barren 
Wilderneſs. And this is an exat Emblem- 
of our preſent Caſe. How daily, how mi-- 
nutely,. 


— 
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_ nutely, how inceſſant, is the Vigilance and 


Provifion of God for Man in this ſtate of In- 
firmity ? Were any thing Laborious to Om- 
Qipotence, and could there be more and leſs 
of Pains, where all things are cafie ; I might 
fay that God takes more 'pains'to fave any 
particular Soul, than he did to make, or does 
to govern the Univerſal World. He made 
the. Warld by the Breath of his' Command; 
and ſo he governs it: for it has no power 
to reſiſt. But where he has placed: an Ele- 
&ive. Power of Reſiſting, There to watch 0- 
ver that Power, to attend every Motion of 
our Hearts, to check every Evil, and'to che- 
riſh every good one; to- encourage it into 
Act, to reward: it with Complacency, :to- 
propagate and eſtabliſh it by Supplies of that 
good Principle which firſt fet it. a-work'; to 
feed, and lead, and drive, and diſcipline his 
Flock, to. retrieve the- Wandering, to 'wait 
upon the Tender and Weak, and'to carry 
the Impotent upon his Shoulders ( as he is 
pleas'd to ſymbolize his. Care of Man under 
the Compariſon: of the good Shepherd; ) 
This is a Series of Care and Attention as 
well as Love, which the OEconomy of whole 
Nature ' beſides does. not 'require.. '' - -- 

This 
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"This indeed is the moſt amaring Comem- 
plation that -can enter into our Thoughts, 
and. which made | Holy. Fob. break out” into 


thoſe words of Wonder, Chap. 7. 14. Lord 


what is man that thou ft magnifie him, 
and that thou ſhould'ft ſet thy heart upon him ? 
nd. that thou ſhould ft wifit him every morn- 
ing, aud try him every moment ? This is the 
wonderful "Goodneſs of: God towards Man 
- in his preſent ſtate; and this indeed is the 
only Title that every' Man ought to value 
bimſelf upon; evn.this, That God values 
him ſo: muck; but ſtill to' be more humble, 
becauſe he can ſo little deſerve- it. F7 

 ..Z-' A'Third Reaſon why the Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs of God thought fit to leave us un- 
der this ſtate of Infirmity, is this ; (wiz. ) 
That he mighe thereby _ - more ſtriQt- 
ly to Jive in a- perperua ance upon 
banſelf And Ni is that Reaſon { 7 
chiefly iafiſt on, and proceed to ſhew what 
is the Nature and what the Fruits of this 


Dependance u God. F4. 
Fhere 15 a Bp upon God which 


we may calt Paflive, becaule it relates not 
to any AB of our Choice or Will; for'we 
mult ne  RROIS aa we will or ins: 

We 
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We muſt depend upon God'for our Life, 
and for every moment. of its. Continuance. 
For let us love Lite never {o much, we can- 
not continue it to any Term or Period be- 
yond God's Pleaſure and Deſignation. I mean 
not that God has fixt a fatal Period to every 
Man's Life. The Notion of Fate diminiſhes 
from the Hanour of Providence : But I mean 
that God, for the very Manifeſtation of his 
Providence, ſuffers not humane Life to wear 
out and determine according to the ordinary ].. 
Laws of Nature; but takes the Meaſures of 
it into his own arbitrary Diſpoſal, and ei- 
ther extends or ſhortens it as he fees fit. We 
may obſerve of all other Creatures, that Na- 
ture governs the Meaſures of their Laſting ; 
that ( abating Violences ) their Period is 'ge- 
nerally- uniform, and they wear ont their 
Thread of Lite in proportion to that ſtrength 
of which it is ſpun. But Man ſeldom wears 
out his Thread, it is for the moſt part ſud- 
denly cut off; and Men die, ' perhaps in 
equal numbers every Year,” through the whole 
Interval from the Cradle to mature Old 
Age. | "TAI. * 
Har We depend 'upon..God'for all the 
Event and Succeſs : of | our | Undertakings : 

=” "and 
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--Andsthis is another Inſtance which God has 
ſeleted to his own Diſpoſal, and exempted 
from the ordinary Laws of Nature, 'on pur- 
pole to give Teſtimony to his Providence in 
governing the World. For undoubtedly, 
it is but ſuitable to Nature's Law; That the 
Race ſhould be to the Swift, and the Battle to 
the Strong ; That the beſt Contrivances and 
Means ſhould have the beſt Succeſs. - And 
yet it often falls out. otherwiſe in the Caſe 
of Man ;: where the wiſeſt ProjeQs are de- 


feated, and the moſt hopeful means are con-* 


troul'd; and Time and Chance happens unto 
all ; Time and Chance, i. e. At ſundry Times 
ſundry Events fall out, which they who look 
no farther than the Events themſelves, call 
Chance, becauſe they fall out quite contrary 
both to their Intentions and their Hopes; 
though at the ſame time, in reſpect of God's 
Providence  over-ruling - in theſe Events, it 
were profane to call them Chance, for they 

are pure Defignation. fy | 
I may add farther, That we depend up- 
on God for. all our A&G:ons: For ſince our 
Life depends upon God, and Lite is our ſole 
Capacity of Ading, it muſt. follow, "That in 
reſpe&t of this Remote Cauſality All our 
F 2 Actions 


"FEEMON AT. _ 


Adions depend upon God: Yet E d&-not 


ſay that our Aftions do- ſo depend upon. 


God, as that we need his immediate Concur- 
rence to-all-we do; or that we cannot-exert 
any Motion or Senfation without his aqua} 
Aſſiſtance + Becaufe the Allowance of- Fhis- 
would be attended with ſeveral abſurd Con-- 
fequences. For, 1. Suppoſing our Actions. 
to- be Evil, the imputing God's Concurrence 


to. ſuch, would be a Reffexion upon his Ho-. 


ltineſs. And, 2. Suppoſing our  Ations to- 
be Indifferent ; yet, to lay that God's aftual 
Concurrence is-neceflary to-ſuch, ts no-other- 
than a Difparagement to-his- Workmanſhip;;. 
for it-umplics an Origical-Defe& in his. Crea-: 
mire. -- | ; Y ; : . wb, 
. To- illuſtrate this matter by the Compoſt. 
tions. of Art > It is the End and Deſipn of 
2 Watch to- move; and: by. that Motion to- 
diſtinguiſh Time Now ſuppoſe an Artiſt. 
ſhould make a Watch of: never fo-cunous a 
Figure, but-yet ſuch. a one as that its-Index 
would not 'move unleſs. he that made it ob-- 
liged himſelf to. the perpetual Attendance of 


his Finger; what would our-Cenſuze- be of: 


Gick:a piece at Work ?: 2. Va 
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| To Move, to- Feel, to: Perceive, 'to Deli- 
berate, Reſolve, and Execute, are Aﬀions 
for which Man was deſigned ; his Nature; 
Station, and Duty, charge thee upon him t 
Now if we -fuppoſe Man not able to-di({- 
charge thoſe FunCttions and Offices for which, 
he was deſigned, without the- perpetual Ar- 
tendance of his Maker, how can fuch a Crea«- 
eure be cleared from the Imputation of al 
Original Defe&? _ - | 
There is indeed another fort of Adtons i ML 
wiped of which this ObjeQion will-not -lie.. 
All our Adtions, fo far as they are morally 
Good, depend ſo immedately. upon; God; 
that they require : his aftual ' Concurrence to: 
the doing of them: And yet this does not 
umply an Original 'Defe& in Man, bne only 
z Fall from thac Original Periedion wherein: 


be was firſt made. And why. under this ſtate 


of Man's: Depravation, the Divine Wiſdom 
choſe rather to: aid and ſupport him by a 

rpetual Attendance, than to- redintegrate- 
him to-his primitive Strength:; is the particu- 


lar Caſe whereof 'Þ am. now aſſigning ths 


Reaſons. -// 
I have Gubna hitherto! of -our F 


Fad upon. God,. our AN of 
Neceſt- 
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Neceſlity ; - which therefore, -as ſuch, can car- 
ry no Vertue in it: And yet it 1s the immedi- 
ate matter of 'our Active Dependance, ſo 
that one Turn of our Will -can change our 
Neceſlity into Vertue. Ex. gr. 

We depend upon God whether we will or 
z0, whether we think of it or no; But then let 
us depend upon him Intentionally, Willingly, 
and we do That that. is properly Religious, 
and what God will both Accept and Re- 
ward. 

To induce us thus to husband our Necefli- 
ty, and improve 1t wiſely into Vertue, let 
us conſider on this manner «--— We depend 
upon God for our Life and Being, and why 
ſhou'd we not chſe to-do ſo? For, did we 
depend upon Nature,-for it, Nature might 
give usa long Life, but ſhe cou'd not give us 

a good one; and then what would it be of | 
Advantage to us that we have lived ? Where- 
as now the ſame God that. gives either a 
long Life or a ſhort, 'can make each of chem 
to. be an equal Bleſſing. | 

We depend upon God for the Succeſs a 
our Undertakings ; and why ſhould: we not 
chuſe to do.ſo?. Did we depend for it upon 
our own Wiſdom and Strength, by the ſame 


Rule, - 
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Rule, Every one that could over-power us or 
out-wit us; had it at-his Diſcretion to defeat 


and undo us: Whereas under the Diſpoſals 
of God we are guarded againſt theſe Tflues 


of Common Enmity; . and either our Under- 
takings are ſure to ſucceed; or elſe, what is 
better, we .are ſure to reap Advantage from 
their Diſappointment ; ſo long as our nece(- 
ſary Dependance upon God is ſanftify'd by 
a pious Reſolution to depend upon him wil- 
lingly, and to reſign our ſelves to his Diſ-. 
poſals. I a6 

We depend upon God for our power of 


Adiing: And why ſhould we not chuſe to. 
do ſo? ſince the ſame God that ſupports us. 


in the power of Adting, is only able to re- 
gulate and conduct what we do to our Ad- 
vantage ; without which Ifſue, our power of 
Afting muſt ſink and degenerate into a bare 
power of doing our ſelves harm. 


- But the principal Obje& of our Depen-- 


dance is ſtil] behind; and: that 1s, God's - 


Grace, in order to our SanGlification, and to. 
enable us to-diſcharge the Offices of Religi- 

on and Vertue. c- 
To' look and ſeek to God for this, 1s the 
main buſineſs of our Dependance ;. becauſe 
| | Grace: 


. 
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Grace is the Chief of all God's Benefits: So 
great a Benefit is the Grace of God, thar 
there is no. other Good in Compariſon of it ; 
no other Good at all withoxt :t. | 
And therefore it is that our Saviour when 
arguing the Certainty of God's Paternal Love, 
from the Love that is generally obſervable in 
all Natural Parents, he thus expreſſes him- 


Aelf, Luke 11. 13. If ye then being evil know 


how to give good gifts unto your Children, how 
ach more will your heavenly Father give 
( give what? give good gifts; fo the Anti- 
theſis requires, and {o:one would think the 
Expreſſion ſhould run : but inſtead of this, 
it runs thus How much more will your hea- 
eenly Father give) the Holy Spirit to them that 
ask, him * Implying, that the Holy Spirit is 
equivalent to. all other good Gifts; nay, as 
much exceeding them, as the Love and Power 
of God exceeds that of Man. : | 

. And therefore however we may eſteem 
Long Life and Proſperous Fortunes, yet ſo 
indiffecent are they 1n the Event, That God 
beſtows them without any Indication eithes 
of his Love or Hatred ( as thar Paſſage of 
Solomon is to be interpreted Ecdleſ. 9. 1.) 
For Gad beſtows them not only upon the 
Good, 
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Good, but upon the-Evil-and the Unthank- 
ful ; upon choſe that ſeck- them not. from 
him ; ; upon: thoſe that do not acknowledge 
them as' received at his'/hands ;; and finally, 
upon thoſe that are never the better for ha- 
ving received them ; as will appear at the 
ad yang of Accounts. 

| But on the other hand, ſanflifying Grace 
is a Pearl of greater Price than to be caſt a- 
way upon the Regardleſs. This is a Certain 
Benefit and a laſting Good; and therefore 
God diſpoſes it upon another ſort of Condi- 
tion viz.) 'to then that ack bim; i. cofx 
them that wiſely eſtimate, and worthil 
lue, and earneſtly defire this EXCE 
Gift. 

And- indeed when we conſider the Dury 
of Prayer, qualify'd with thoſe Circumſtan- 
ces that the Holy - Scripture does require, 
(iz.) That it muſt be Jnftant; Ferwent, 
Importmiate, Violent ;- we may conclude that 
Prayer it {elf is as cettain a Proof of the Com- 
munications of Grace, as it 1s a Means to 

re them : For if we muſt pray Inflant- 

4h From: Importunately, Violemtly, what 
be Thogs we muſt pray for' in this 
mma? No Sioeldly: Need' can juftifie ſuch 
Os | a De> 
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a Deſire: Our Deſire of Life or-any of its 
Accommodations, in' ſuch 4 meaſure, i'would 
be Immoderate, Impatient, and Sinful ;: and 
therefore it: 1s that Submiſſion and Reſigna- 
tion-is preſcribed to-our Requeſts in reſpet& 
of all-theſe things : Grace therefore is the on- 
ly Bleſſing that can be worthy ſuch a mea- 
fure of Importunity': Fhis alone we may de- 
fre inſtantly,” and with Impaticnce of Deni- 
al, and yet not exceed : Grace. is that Kizig- 
dom of Heawen that ſuffereth V zolence, and the 
V Ts take it by force: | 

- In this Office of Prayer, and in-an-Endea-- 
vour ' of Chriſtran-living ſuitable and: com- 
porting with it, * (without. which Cemport- 
ment the Efficacy of our Prayers muſt neceſ- 
farity be: voided:;;*) 'F'{ay, in theſe two.Oth- 
ces of praying for God's Grace, and walking 
mm. the Road of God's Grace, conſiſts the ' 
PraGice of our Dependance npon. him. Fhe 
Eruits: whereof E ſhall: next enquire into; 
and” ſhew that through this Dependance up- | 
on 'God' (which our preſent: Weakneſs and 
En{afficiency enforces ); Man: reaps greater 
Advantages. from his prefent-iState, than 
eould.* have © been: Took'd* for; had- he been, 
wlforcd. to:the. State: of: Primitive Perfe&on.. 


And; 
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And to prove This, it will be Argument 
enough, if I mo; that Man has: zow Provi- 
ſion 'made,, 1. For a fafer .Vertue; .and 
2. For a more ES Vertue; and, 
3-. For a more excellent Reward than other- | 
"hh he .could have had. 

. Man has now Proviſion made for a ſa 
fer Ss than Adam had when he was firſt 
formed. Adam was left in the hands of his 
own . Counſel ; And ſo.the Author of Eccluf. 
tells .us, Chap.-15. 24; where he ſays, God 
made Man a «1 þ From or in the beginning, 
and left him ia the hands. of his own Conn- 
| ſel, &c. 7 For /if . we interpret this Text to 
mean, / that. Man has Counſel, Wiſdom, Li- 
berty or Strength, to chuſe and purſue all 
that is neceſſary to Godlineſs,:I am ſure it 
can be apply'd.to no man fince the Fall : and 
_ this the, whole Current of Sacred Writ makes 
demonſtrable. | 

But Adam was. Ganithed —- fk d egrees 
of PerteQion, that. it was fit: he ſhoull be 
left m the Lacs of his own. Counſel. Bur 
withal, we know that Adam fell under his 
own p 6-0" AH .and after he was once fall'n, af- 
ter he had; dicken' d his Soul, weaken'd and 
poland his Nature, OY giying up Reaſon to 


the 
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the power of br he muſt 'neceffaril) 
have ſunk under the dominion of Sin; he my 
pron mt emp growh mofe and more indul- 
ing, careleſs, deſperate, and withoutthouphrs 
; .- wet of Repenting, (as the Caſe of the 
falln Angels was ) had it not been for the 
Grace of that Covenant which' was founded 
purely upon the occaſion of his Fall. For 
all the ſubſequent Power that Adam had to 
-pleafe God, and to walk as a Man converted 
from the errour of his- way from that time 
forward, iſſued not at all from the Strength 
"of his Nature, as 1f Recovered by the means 
'of Reflexion ; Nature was as much -indifpo- 
ſed and: inſuffiient to prodace fuch a Re- 
conciling Change in bin, as it is at this Day 
n any of his Poſterity. 2 Is 
And accordingly we may -obferve from the 
Hiſtory, That before the New Covenatrt was 
pronounc'd and ratified in the Promifed Seed, 
* there was no footſtep of Repentance' that ap- 
pear'd either in Adam or Eve; but merely a 
ſhifting off ther Crime, as if in Defign to 
'prechude their Repentance; and therefore it 
 zppeats ' that all the ſubſequent Power that 
Adam had whereby to Repent, and'to'pleafe 
'God, did Hine partly rom the 'Snoconr of 
|  - 
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that-Grace which God ' vouchſaſed him- in 
Compaſſion to his new-contrated Diſorder ; 
and upon which he might -now reſt for the 

cſe of his fature Obedience, with much 
more Security, than he- could upon his for- 
mer Native Perfe&tions. Now to a__- home 
to my Purpoſe. 

\ Let us ſuppoſe that after Adam had fall'n, 
yet (this notwithſtanding) God had or- 
_ dain'd, that Original Uprightneſs ſhould have 

equally deſcended upon all his Poſterity ; yet 
we muſt allow that any one of his Poſterity, 
though born with the fame degrees of Up-- 
rightneſs that he was, might yet have been. 
foil'd by the Wiles of the Me: and fo. 
| have fall'n as well 2s he did: Now had they 
ſo fall'n (1 mean fall'n only perſonally and: 
for themſelves) had they ſo fall'n, and in 
the mean while the Covenant of Grace not- 
been founded ( as it was only founded upon. 
the Account of the Propagation of Sin) how- 
could any. fuch have ever recayer'd: to that 
State from which they fell, or indeed to an 
Degree of Acceptance with God? Their Call 
muſt have been as deſperate as that of the 
fall'n Angels was before ; they would have- 


follow the propenſion of Appetite, which- 


was. 
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was now made natural to them ; and aimed 


| at nothing more than to enjoy the Pleaſures 


of farther Depravation. 


| Whereas on the otherhand, according to 


the preſent ſtate of things, and-for the 1uſt- 


cour of our Nature as it is: now infirm, there 
1s a Proviſion made through the New Cove- 
nant for a ſafer Adherence to Vertue ; and 
ch a Proviſion as every Chriſtian may have 
the Benefit of; unleſs it be in the caſe of affe- 
Qed Slothfulne(s, and wilful Indulgence in Sin. 
Sin indeed may more eaſily make its firs} 
Breaches upon. us, by reaſon of our Preſent 
Infirmity; either through Tgnorance' or. Sur- 
prize; but it cannot get, Dominion over us 
without our own deliberate - Option : For, 
it is an expreſs Goſpel-Promiſe againſt the 
Power of Sin, that I ſhall not have Domini- 
on over 45; againſt the Power of the Dew1l, 
that Greater 3s he that 3s in you, than he that 
be that is in the World; againft the Power of 
Temptations, that God 5s faithful, who will 
not ſuffer us to be Tempted above what we- are © 
able; againſt Diſcouragement from the Pre- 
text of our Infirmities, that we may do all 
things through ChriSt that pig” 7 us ; 
and in caſe of falling, We have an Adwocate 
| oe | | with 
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with the Father, and a Propitiation. for our 
Sins > by means whereof, the Favour of God 
may be Regained, and that Principle of Grace 
Recovered, upon which ( as upon..a_new 
Stock”) we may grow good. again, and to 
an entire Acceptance. . 

And now ſay, How . could: the Safety of 
humane Vertue be better provided for ? Or 
in caſe we want Vertue, of whom can we 
complain ? 

But, 2. The preſent ſtate of our THEY 
weak and depraved as it is, gives Man he 
Opportunity. of a. mare: commendable Ver- 
tue. 

From the late of greater Uprightneſs: and 
Order of Mind, and Compoſure of our At- 
fections, we. might expect more  elzwated. 
Thoughts, Conceptions .more worthy of God), 


' . 4s of Adoration more ſteady and affect 


onate, and a Diſcharge of Moral Duties leſs: 
obnoxious to: Errour and Interruption :. But: 
in the mean time the preſenc ſtate of our. De- 
ficiency has no Reaſon to complain;  whem: 
it is vouchſafed thus much of Indulgence; 

that the moſt abrupt Groanings of an humble: | 
Soul, preſt. with Infirmities, and wreſtling 
with Temptations,. and' thence feelingly, im+- 


ploring: 


F 
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ploring the Afiſtance of God, is a more ac- 
ceptable Sacrifice to hum, than any Hymns 
that the moſt exalted Underſtanding can-dt- 
Gate, or any Office that the moſt compoſed. 
AﬀeCtions can perform. 

Now Thxs it is, and Thzs is the Reaſon 
of it, (viz.) Becauſe all the Notion we 
have of humane Vertue is this ---- That it is 
a Confli& maintained by ReG&ify'd Reaſon 
againſt the lower Appetites : according to 
which Notion, the Holy Scripture calls the 
Chriſtian Life 4 State of Warfare. Now as 
AﬀeGions and Luſts do make the Oppofiti- 


.on, and occaſion the Conflict, ſo it cannot 


be doubted, but that they give the great Com- 
mendation, if not the very Being, to our 
Vertue. To kill a Paſſioh, to ſubdue a I1- 
ſing Motion of Anger, Hatred, Pride, or 
Carnality, is the worthieſt Oblation we can 
offer to God; and the more of theſe we 
have to ſubdue, the more we have to offer: 
When T am weak, then am I ftrong, ſays the 
Apoſtle ; and thus we may interpret him -- 
The more Infirmities there are in our Nature, 
the more eminent Opportunities we have to 


be_Conquerours in the Chriſtian Conflid. 
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Wiſh therefore we may, that Vertue were 
more 'cheap, or more eaſte to us; but we 
ought to remember, That at the ſame time we - 
with"away that which gives Vertue her beſt 
Title both' to preſent Commendation and fu- 
ture Reward. Y s 7 

Which 'is another Advantage'oi our pre- 
ſent - State, - (viz. ) That it makes'way for 
a'more Excellent Reward. © IT. 

- To diſpute whether Adam, if he had not 

ſinned, ſhould at' ſome Period of his Earth- 
ly Life: have been Tranſlated into Heaven, 
and there united to God in bis Eternal En- 
zoyments, were only to be wiſe above what 
1s written: If we will confine our Judgment 
to what is written; Nothing -appears there, 
but'that the Promiſe of Heaven was made in 
Chriſt alone , whole Undertaking for Man- 
kind commenced” purely upon the Occaſion 
of the Fall. | £1 

And: if we obſerve the Order of that ſo- 
lemm'-Prayer which our Saviour makes for 


his Diſciples and the ſucceeding Church, 
Joh. 17. where wer. 17. Pegs; Holy. Fa- 
ther; ſanfifie them-by thy Truth ; and after 
this, .in_a diſtin Requeſt, at ver. 24. he 
ſays, Father, T will that they whom thou haſt 
3 | | H given 
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given 'me'be with me where 1 am: We may 
reaſonably argue: from This, That the vr- 
moſt Sandtification hamane Nature i is capable 
of, carries in it 'no Pretenſions to Heaven, 

but that This is a Title that riſes fimply from 
the Compad of our Lord's Mediation. 

| Ir is manifeſtly-evident from frequent Paſ- 
fages of Holy Writ, That (although not fim- 
ply Bliſs it ſelf, yet) the higheſt degrees of 
Bliſs' are annex'd to the Dodtrine of the 
Croſs ;' to Aﬀlitions, Sufferings, and Self- 
Denial; none of which had had any Place or 
Ottafion, had it not been for the Deprove 4- 
tax of our Nature: For their End is 

ly Medicinal, and. defign'd to corre& that 
Deprawation, and to bring us to the Vertues | 
of Patience and Humility ; Vertues which 
we are naturally averſe from, and yet they 
are neceſſary to reform and ſanftifie our Na- 
ture. 

Now if Afitions, Sufferings, and Self- 
Demal, are the chings which are faid to 
work, out for 145 a far more exceeding and eter- 
nel weight of Gb, and yet all theſe Me- 
thods le” Diſcipline draw their Uſefulneſs 
from the very State 'of our Corruption; it 
cannot be denied bur that this preſent State 
of 
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of ours does give occafion and make- way 
for a more'excelfent Reward than Man V7- 
depraved could ever have hoped for. 

What Room is there then for-complain- 
ing. of our Condition?. What: for Reviling 
Our firſt Parents > What for Cenſuring the 
divine Diſpoſal ' of Things? Our. Nature is 
- burden'd with Weakneſs and Diforder, :but 

it has its Remedy in a Religious Depen- 
- dance, which is able to turn all. to Advan- 
tage. And therefore to do. right to this Con- 
templation, we onght to clofe 'ie with Ae- 
knowledgment and: Wonder --- Ob the depth 
of the Riches of the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of 


God ! NM 
SUE be To whom be Glory, &c: 


SER MONS Preach'd by E. Youn 
and Sold by W alter Kenrilby at - F 
Biſhop's Head mn S. Paul's Church- 
Tard. | 


'A Sermon Preach'd before the Queen at White | 
Hall, on Eafter-day 1693. 


. A Sermon Preach'd before the Right Honourable 
the Lord Mayor and Aldermen, at Gwld-Hall Cha- 
pel, Febr. 4. 1682. 


A Sermon Preach'd at Salivbary on Sunday July 
30. 1693. Being the Time of the Aflizes. 


A Sermon Preach'd at the Afſſzes held in Wir- 
cheſter, July 11. 1695. 


Two Sermons Preach'd at Wincheſter Aſſizes : The 
Hirſt on Feb. 26. 1694. The laſt on July 14. 1686. + 


Two Sermons Preach'd at White-Hall. The firſt 
on Sunday April 15. The ſecond on Sunday April 


22, 1594; 


